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Collection of the Sioux City Museum.

The above picture is looking south at the intersection of Pierce and 7 Streets in 1942. Notice the street car line
and number of businesses along Pierce Street. Most notably are the Davidson building on the left and the Williges
building on the right. Both still stand today. The Historic Preservation Commission was instrumental in saving
the Williges building from demolition in 2007. As of 2014 the Williges is a fully occupied commercial/residential

space.
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Introduction

As stated in Section 2.66.070 of the Municipal Code, one of the responsibilities of the
Historic Preservation Commission is to prepare and deliver to the City Council an annual
report covering program activities and financial status. Thus, as members of City Council
you are receiving this report.

The Historic Preservation Commission’s primary purpose is outlined in the mission
statement - "By utilizing the expertise of the Commission members, researching current
information and partnering with other groups and local, state, and national organizations,
the Sioux City Historic Preservation Commission will:

1) Advise the City Council and other groups on preservation issues;

2) Assist businesses, groups or individuals in preservation efforts:

3) Educate the residents of Sioux City about methods of preservation and its merits;

4) Safeguard the City’s historic and cultural heritage by preserving sites of significance;

5) Partner with other Siouxland groups to recognize, protect. and enhance potential
historic attractions to tourism and business.”

The Historic Preservation Commission is a nine-member commission, and is currently
comprised of the following members:

12 Total Meetings in FY 2015 |
Jim Jung, Commission Chairperson
Bob Coacher, Vice Chairperson
Dale McKinney
Mark Custer
Adam Fullerton
Sara DeAnda
Toi Sullivan
Fern Rocklin
Teresa Delfs




2015 Work Plan
The Historic Preservation Commission achieved this mission through the 2015 Work Plan:

Continue to pursue a vigorous educational campaign on preservation issues in order
to heighten the awareness of Sioux City residents.
A. Present 11th Annual Preservation Week and Treasure of Sioux City Award: Jim, HPC
/ Staff (May)
B. Pursue programs that enable the Commission to gain exposure for local history and
landmarks: HPC (Continuous)
1) Siouxland Magazine: Jim
2) Local Workshops
3) Sioux City Journal Articles
4) HPC Publications For Sale
C. Involve college students in projects whenever possible: Dale, Adam / Staff (Continuous)
D. Search, evaluate, and pursue grant potentials and maintain a ready list of various
projects: HPC (Continuous)
E. Pursue a marketing campaign that advertises and promotes Sioux City’s historic features
and the Historic Preservation Commission:
1) Field Trip app for historic properties: Adam
2) Facebook page: Sara
3) Ads at Airport and City Hall: Adam
4) Website development: Adam
F. Determine Local Landmarks as needed: HPC (Continuous)

Maintain a proactive approach to local preservation issues.

A. Continue to monitor red tag list for properties of significance: Bob (Quarterly Reports)

B. Continue to monitor activities with significant properties: (Continuous)

C. HPC Chair to continue to review the Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council
agendas for pertinent preservation issues: Jim (Continuous)

D. Raise awareness by posting endangered properties on the website: HPC (Continuous)

E. Maintain memberships on boards to represent HPC concerns: HPC (Continuous)

F. Monitor the Building and Housing Code Board Agenda: Toi (Monthly)

G. Post historic properties for sale on the HPC website: Teresa (Continuous)

H. Pursue fundraising opportunities to support HPC activities such as speakers, Historic
Preservation Week and Commission member training: HPC (Continuous)

L. Monitor National and Local Historic Districts for items relevant to preservation and
district character, specifically Rose Hill. Pear] Street. and 4th Street: HPC
(Continuous)

J. Evaluate areas to potentially designate as National or Local Historic Districts, specifically
Jackson Street and West 7th Street: HPC (Continuous)

Continue context studies.

A. Walking reconnaissance for areas of concern or areas of significance: HPC (Continuous)

B. Assist in the development of a citywide preservation plan: HPC (Comp Plan programmed
for update in FY17)

C. Maintain a current property inventory for Sioux City: Staff (Continuous)




Provide education of Commission members.

A. Encourage Commissioners to obtain yearly training required for CLG: HPC (Continuous)

B. Conduct yearly review of work plan. orientation manual, and mission statement: HPC
(December)

C. Review the website regularly for changes or updates: HPC (Semiannual)

2015 Activities

In FY2015, the Historic Preservation Commission was engaged in numerous preservation
activities, The Commission provides advice and research to citizen requests on a regular
basis, as well as monitoring City boards and agendas for items relating to preservation.
Other projects and activities are highlighted below.

Zoning and Sign Code Adoption

The City adopted a new zoning and sign code in March of 2015. The Historic Preservation
Commission had two members serve on the Steering Committee to provide input
throughout the process. The new Code adds several sections relating to preservation in
Sioux City to allow staff and the Commission to take a proactive approach in projects.
Specifically, through the input of the Commission. there are now design standards in the
Code for properties within historic area zoning districts. Design standards allow the
Commission to review projects to ensure the integrity of Sioux City’s historic districts are
not compromised due to inappropriate alterations to structures. The design standards also
give the Commission the opportunity to review and make recommendations on signage in
historic districts. In all, the adoption of a new zoning code allows great strides to be made
to protect historic resources in Sioux City.

Red Tagged Properties

The Commission communicates with owners of historic properties to take a proactive
stance in preservation. Information for saving properties is relayed to owners, agents. and
potential buyers to help prevent deterioration. In addition, the Commission continues to
actively review the City’s red tagged property list for historic properties not already
brought up in meetings. The Commission members review properties prior to demolition
based on local knowledge and an inventory of over 4,000 surveyed properties to identify
potentially historical and architecturally significant features worth salvaging. The
Commission continues to work with red tagged property owners to discuss viable
alternatives to demolition when possible and also informs the City Council of any
properties of historic significance.

Social Media

The Commission continues to increase its usage of social media to communicate activities
with the public. A Facebook page details preservation events happening in Sioux City,
endangered properties, and monthly meeting dates.

Website Development

A website is a crucial aspect to promote historic preservation in Sioux City. The website
continues to provide a means for the Commission to easily communicate meeting times,
special events, articles, and historic properties. In FY2015 the Commission added a page to
display historic properties for sale in Sioux City. The page educates the public on historic
properties that can be purchased in Sioux City. The current website is located at:

http://www.siouxcityhp.org/.
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The Sioux City Historic Preservation Commission. in partnership with various Sioux City
organizations, spearheaded the 11th annual Historic Preservation Week event in Sioux City
last May. Events included the 7% Annual Barstool Open, a presentation on the history of
Sioux City Public Schools, a tour and presentation on Sioux City's brick industry, National
Train Day events. and an architectural scavenger hunt. As the only week-long preservation
event in lowa, the Commission looks forward to highlighting Sioux City's historic resources
in the coming years.

Other Involvement
The Historic Preservation Commission stayed involved in numerous other activities in
FY2015.
= Commission members provided input on the facade replication for the Children's
Museum of Siouxland to what it looks like today.
= The S5tate Historic Preservation Office awarded Sioux City a Certified Local
Government grant to complete a revised historical tour of Jackson Street.
Commission members continue to research and write the tour, with the anticipation
to have it ready for 2016 Historic Preservation Week.
= The Commission continues to be actively involved with lowa State University on
partnering with students and classes to use ISU Design West as they work on
creating a historic preservation certificate program.
= The Scottish Rite Temple submitted an application to become a local landmark in
Sioux City. The Commission continues to work with the property owner and SHPO
to achieve the designation.

Financial Update

The Historic Preservation Commission has confinued to fundraise and currently has a
balance of $7.521.49. These revenues come from terra cotta book sales, Historic
Preservation Week activities. and other private contributions. Revenues are used to fund
Historic Preservation Week, website upkeep, and other miscellaneous items as needed.



Looking Forward

A busy year is in store for the Historic Preservation Commission in FY 2016. Several
projects have already begun. Planning for the 12% Annual Historic Preservation Week has
begun with a full week planned again. The Commission will continue to address
preservation issues as they arise in 2016. In addition, Sioux City’s Comprehensive Plan is
currently programmed for an update next year. The Commission will explore the scope of
the preservation plan to be included in the update.

As included with the adoption of a new Zoning and Sign Code, the Commission will begin
reviewing alterations and modifications to structures in Historic Area districts. Two
applications have been heard by the Commission in FY16 to date. Both for building
renovations in the Historic Pearl district. The Commission makes recommendations on
these Certificate of Appropriateness applications to the City Council.

Public Meeting Schedule

The Sioux City Historic Preservation Commission meets on the first Tuesday of the month.
Meetings are open to the public and the Commission welcomes any input on preservation
activities in Sioux City. The Historic Preservation Commission will meet at 4:30 p.m. at the
ISU Design West School, 1014 Design Place, on the following tentative dates in 2016:

January 5
February 2
March 1
April 5

May 3

June 7

July 5
August 2
September 6
October 4
November 1
December 6




